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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed 07/27/2009. 

Claims 9-12 are currently pending. Claims 9-12 are independent Claims. 

Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(p) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 9-12 maintain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Koyama 
(US 6112010, issued 08/29/2000). 

As to Claim 9; 

Koyama teaches an information processing apparatus that processes a plurality of 
pieces of data recorded on a record medium [See Col 1, line 56 - Col. 2, line 27 

the picture recording apparatus according to this invention electrically handles still 
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pictures as picture data ... reading pictures (pictorial images) recorded on 
photographs or books, etc., video tape recorder equipment for reproducing still 
pictures recorded on a video tape to input them, optical disc reproducing (playback) 
equipment for reproducing still pictures recorded on an optical disc], comprising 
the steps of: 

• identification means for identifying encoding systems for the plurahty of pieces 
of data in an edit for which they are connected and successively reproduced [See 
Col. 6, lines 17-65 management file for carrying out management of 
correspondence information between respective files in the plurality of picture 
files, and management information for carrying out, in predetermined recording 
units of the recording medium, relative position on the recording medium 
between the management file and the picture file... a data management structure 
to designate a desired picture file from the plural picture files having different 
resolutions on the basis of management data of the management file to designate 
position on the recording medium within the picture file designated by the 
management file on the basis of the management data of the management 
information... since management information for designating picture file are all 
recorded within the management file, even in the case where correspondence 
state (situation) between picture files and the display order of pictures are 
changed by editing operation; See also. Col 22, line 60 - Col. 26, line 5 and 
Col. 66, lines 45 - Col. 68, line 36]; 
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• generation means for generating one management information file, that 

manages the result of the edit so that the management information file contains a 
group name to which all the encoding systems identified at the identification 
means belong and recording the management information file in a directory of 
the recording medium attachable and detachable to and from the information 
processing apparatus, the directory for the management information file being 
different from other directories of the record medium [See Col. 2, lines 29-59 
recording picture data onto a recording medium, wherein directory is formed in 
a rewritable area of the recording medium and subdirectories are formed within 
the directory. Then, first management file for carrying out management of all 
subdirectories, and first index file for recording low resolution picture data for 
indicating at least one picture file of a plurality of picture files recorded in the 
respective subdirectories are recorded into the directory. Further, second 
management file for carrying out management of picture files recorded in the 
subdirectories and second index file for recording low resolution picture data 
for respectively indicating all picture files recorded in the subdirectory are 
recorded into the subdirectory; and See Col. 4, lines 17-40 reproducing 
picture data recorded on a recording medium, wherein a directory and 
subdirectories provided within the directory are formed within a rewritable area 
of the recording medium, and a first management file for carrying out 
management of all subdirectories formed within the directory and first index file 
for recording low resolution picture data for indicating at least one picture file 
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of a plurality of picture files recorded in the subdirectories formed within the 
directory are recorded in the directory. Moreover, second management file for 
carrying out management of picture files recorded in the subdirectories and 
second index files which records low resolution picture data for respectively 
indicating all picture files recorded in the subdirectories are recorded in the 
subdirectories. Further, an approach is employed to designate subdirectory on 
the basis of data recorded in the first management file and the plurality of low 
resolution picture data recorded in the first index area to reproduce picture file 
corresponding to the low resolution picture data on the basis of data recorded in 
the second management file and the plurality of low resolution picture data 
recorded in the second index file); and 
• determining means for reading the management information file generated at the 
generation step and recorded on the record medium and determining 
reproducibility of all the plurality of pieces of data according to the group name 
contained in the management information file when the plurality of pieces of data 
are reproduced as the result of the edit /See Col. 63, lines 34-64 -^At the step 
SI 25, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c 
so as to read out all management files (overall information management file, 
picture data management files of respective directories, print control data 
management file, reproduction control management file) through the storage 
section controller 5d, and temporarily stores, into the RAM 6a, the all 
management files which have been read out... it is necessary to display what 
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picture data are recorded in respective directories to cause the user to designate 
desired picture. For this reason, at the step SI 28, the system controller 6 controls 
the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to display overall index file 
recorded on the optical disc 20. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step 
SI 29. The overall index file is a file in which index picture data which are the 
same as an arbitrary one index picture of index picture data stored in the picture 
index files below (at the lower level of) respective picture directories are 
registered in display order of monitor. By monitor-displaying the overall index 
file, the user can carry out designation of desired index picture; see Col. 68, lines 
1-7 -^At the step SI 60, the system controller 6 controls the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5C so as to read out data U_ TOC, overall 
information management file and picture data management file in the RAM 6a to 
write them onto the disc to thereby update the respective data. Thus, the entire 
routine according to the editing operation of picture is completed; see also. Figs. 
38 and 46]. 



As to Claim 10: 

Refer to the discussion of claim 9 above. Claim 10 is the same as Claim 9, except 
Claim 10 is an information processing method Claim and Claim 9 is an information 
processing apparatus Claim. 
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As to Claim 11: 

Refer to the discussion of claim 9 above. Claim 11 is the same as Claim 9, except 
Claim 11 is a recording medium Claim and Claim 9 is an information processing 
apparatus Claim. 

As to Claim 12: 

Refer to the discussion of Claim 9 above for rejection. Claim 12 is the same as Claim 
9, except Claim 12 is a program Claim and Claim 9 is an information processing 
apparatus Claim. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants' arguments filed 07/27/2009 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive- 
Applicant argues in substance that Koyama does not teach "//ie management information 

file contains a group name to which all the encoding systems identified by the identified 
means belong, the directory for the management information file being different from 
other directories of the recording medium, and determination means for determining 
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reproducibility of all the plurality of pieces of data according to the group name 
contained in the management information file" 



The Examiner disagrees. Koyama's teaching "recording picture data onto a recording 
medium, wherein directory is formed in a rewritable area of the recording medium and 
subdirectories are formed within the directory. Then, first management file for carrying 
out management of all subdirectories, and first index file for recording low resolution 
picture data for indicating at least one picture file of a plurality of picture files recorded 
in the respective subdirectories are recorded into the directory. Further, second 
management file for carrying out management of picture files recorded in the 
subdirectories and second index file for recording low resolution picture data for 
respectively indicating all picture files recorded in the subdirectory are recorded into the 
subdirectory*' (Col. 2, lines 29-59) and "reproducing picture data recorded on a 
recording medium, wherein a directory and subdirectories provided within the directory 
are formed within a rewritable area of the recording medium, and a first management 
file for carrying out management of all subdirectories formed within the directory and 
first index file for recording low resolution picture data for indicating at least one picture 
file of a plurality of picture files recorded in the subdirectories formed within the 
directory are recorded in the directory. Moreover, second management file for carrying 
out management of picture files recorded in the subdirectories and second index files 
which records low resolution picture data for respectively indicating all picture flies 
recorded in the subdirectories are recorded in the subdirectories. Further, an approach 
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is employed to designate subdirectory on the basis of data recorded in the first 
management file and the plurality of low resolution picture data recorded in the first 
index area to reproduce picture file corresponding to the low resolution picture data on 
the basis of data recorded in the second management file and the plurality of low 
resolution picture data recorded in the second index file" (Col. 4, lines 17-40) covers the 
limitations as claimed. 



Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record, listed on PTO 892 provided to Applicant is considered to 

have relevancy to the claimed invention. Applicant should review each identified 
reference carefully before responding to this office action to properly advance the case 
in light of the prior art. 



5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated firom the mailing date of the 
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advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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